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Revamp and cull the following articles…. 
 
ACIR – Online Immunisation History Statements  
 
The Australian Childhood Immunisation Register 
(ACIR) records the details of vaccinations given to 
children under seven years of age and provides 
information to parents and guardians about their 
child's recorded immunisation history. 
 
Previously, parents and guardians could get a copy of 
their child's immunisation history statement over the 
counter in Medicare offices and through Medicare 
Australia's Online Services if their child was under 
seven years of age. 
 
From 14 September 2009, the age restriction for 
obtaining immunisation history statements from 
Medicare offices or via Online Services will increase to 
include children under 14 years of age. 
 
Statements requested by parents or guardians for 
children aged seven to under 14 will not display the 
child's immunisation status, 'next due' immunisations 
or the school entry caveat, as the ACIR no longer 
assesses whether a child is due or overdue for 
immunisation after they turn seven. 
 
The increase in the age restriction for getting 
immunisation history statements does not apply to any 
other aspect of ACIR reporting, such as information 
supplied to providers, practices or Divisions of General 
Practice. 
 
 

ACIR - UPDATE  

Have you signed up for Health Professional Online 
Services? 
Health Professional Online Services (HPOS) offers you 
improved access to Medicare Australia's (provider) 
online services via a single entry point. HPOS records 
information about health professionals whose 
services directly or indirectly interact with Medicare 
Australia. 
HPOS provides access to information concerning your 
identity; eligibility under Medicare arrangement; and 
information necessary for the processing and 
payment of Medicare claims. In addition, HPOS 
provides you with services accessible through the 
Internet in real-time. 
 
Services available with the HPOS PKI logon 
The HPOS PKI logon, which is the first logon on the 
top right, will provide you with access to: 
 
 Approved Pathology Collection Centre search  
 ACIR  
 Medicare Services  
 National Bowel Cancer Screening Program  
 Patient Verification  
 Prescription Shopping Information Program  
 Email facility  
 Forms  
 Resources  
 Administrative Position Statements  
 Education  
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HIGH ACHIEVERS 
 

Congratulations!  
to the following practices who have achieved 

immunisation rates of 95% and over for the period 
ending August 2009. 

 

Dr Michael Campbell – Manly 
Drs RB & M Croft – Narraweena 

Dr V I Patel – Frenchs Forest 
St James Medical Practice – North Balgowlah 

AE Lam Pty Ltd – Mona Vale 
Narrabeen Family Medical Practice 

Allambie Medical Practice 
Woodland Street Medical Practice – Balgowlah 

Drs RG & SM Wood – Narrabeen 
 

Manly Warringah is currently rated 98 out of a possible 
113 with an Overall Coverage Rate of 87%. 

   

 

Need help improving your immunisation rates? 
The following resources are available from the Division: 
 
 Immunisation: Common Observed Reactions to 

Vaccines - Useful information for your practice. 
 
 Recall Cards - 1 & 4 year old birthday cards 

 
 General Reminder Cards for ALL child 

immunisations 
 
 MD Template- For recording information required 

for the Healthy Kids Check 
 
 Myths & Realities Booklet 

 
 Strive for Five – National Vaccine Storage 

Guidelines 
 

 Data Logging.  The Division can arrange to install a 
data logger in your vaccine fridge which records the 
temperature every 30 minutes, for 1 week.  
Information from the data logger is downloaded at 
the Division and supplied to you.  Apart from 
confirming that your vaccine fridge is at the correct 
temperature, the information is useful for your 
accreditation and re accreditation.   

 
 Vaccine Fridge Tags & Stickers 

 
 Daily Vaccine Fridge Temperature Recording 

Chart 
 
 

 
 

WHOOPING COUGH 
Although the media focus has moved to other areas, the 
number of Pertussis cases in NSW is still rising. The risk for 
new born children and young children continues and 
jurisdiction health departments have responded with free 
vaccine for parents and, in some areas, grandparents and 
carers.  Check for jurisdictional information on your 
state/territory immunisation sites. 
 

This year’s outbreak fuelled a surge in demand for the 
licensed dTpa vaccines in Australia resulting in a national 
shortage in the private market. However, both 
manufacturers now confirm that they have adequate 
supplies in the country to satisfy the private market.   
 
Information on Pertussis can be found in the Australian 
Immunisation Handbook or at  
http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/facts/Pertussis%20fact%20s
heet_final_0106092.pdf  

 

Seminar on Pandemic Influenza: 
What happened last winter? 

Wednesday 25 November 2009 

Lecture Theatre 3, Westmead Education & Conference 
Centre, Westmead Hospital. 

The Centre for Infectious Diseases and Microbiology-Public 
Health (CIDM-PH) is hosting a one day seminar on 
Pandemic Influenza, which will outline how the pandemic 
unfolded in Australia and NSW, and its effects on various 
medical services (eg. ICU, transplantation, paediatrics).  

The laboratory issues found identified during the pandemic 
will be addressed, as well as infection control and 
vaccination.  The seminar is aimed at scientists, medical & 
nursing staff, public health officials and anyone with an 
interest in pandemic influenza.    

Speakers include:  Professor Dominic Dwyer, Dr Kerry 
Chant, Professor Anne Kelso, Professor Peter McIntyre, Dr 
Ian Chambers, Professor Raina MacIntyre, Dr Bin Wang, 
Professor Elizabeth Elliott, A/Professor Jon Iredell, Dr Biju 
George, Mala Ratnamohan and Linda Hueston. 

For more information on speakers, program and registration, 
please visit the CIDM-Public Health website at 
www.cidmpublichealth.org or contact 
Lou_Orszulak@wsahs.nsw.gov.au at the Centre for 
Infectious Diseases & Microbiology - Public Health Institute 

http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/facts/Pertussis%20fact%20sheet_final_0106092.pdf
http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/facts/Pertussis%20fact%20sheet_final_0106092.pdf
http://www.cidmpublichealth.org/
mailto:Lou_Orszulak@wsahs.nsw.gov.au
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of Clinical Pathology & Medical Research Westmead 
Hospital Sydney, Australia (www.cidmpublichealth.org).  

Phone:  (02) 9845 5542 

 

H1N1 Influenza Update 
 

The Pandemic H1N1 influenza virus continues to 
circulate with a second wave occurring in the northern 
hemisphere.  Australian medical experts and the 
Australian Government recommend vaccination 
against pandemic (H1N1) 2009 for all Australians and 
particularly for people travelling to the northern 
hemisphere or people who are risk - including 
pregnant women and  those with underlying chronic 
conditions. 
 

Inclusion of pandemic A(H1N1) 2009 in the  
2010 Seasonal Ttrivalent Vaccine 
 

Following the TGA acceptance of the WHO 
recommendation for the Southern Hemisphere 
influenza vaccine for 2010, the following strains will be 
included in the CSL seasonal 2010 vaccine: 
 

— an A/California/7/2009 (H1N1)-like virus; 
— an A/Perth/16/2009 (H3N2)-like virus; 
— a B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus. 
 

Vaccinations for children under ten years of age 
DoHA has reported that initial data from vaccine trials 
for children under 10 has been provided to the TGA. 
Additional data is being sought.  At this stage no 
decision has been made regarding vaccination of 
children under ten years of age. 
 

Misconceptions' about the pandemic vaccine 
Panvax®  are in circulation via hoax emails and 
internet blog sites and causing concerns for many 
practices.  The www.panvaxh1n1.com.au  website has 
now been updated to include a new section to assist 
practices with answering patient enquiries regarding 
'myths' about the vaccine. This section is called 
‘misconceptions’ and can be accessed via the left 
menu bar.  Login details are required for this website: 

Username = health 
Password = H1N12009  
 

For the most up to date information and resources: 

NSW Health -  
www.emergency.health.nsw.gov.au/swineflu/vaccination  
or 

http://www.healthemergency.gov.au/internet/healthemergenc
y/publishing.nsf/Content/healthprof   
 
The National Centre for Immunisation Research and 
Surveillance www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au 

World Health Organisation - 
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/en/  

http://www.cidmpublichealth.org/
http://www.panvaxh1n1.com.au/
http://www.emergency.health.nsw.gov.au/swineflu/vaccination
http://www.healthemergency.gov.au/internet/healthemergency/publishing.nsf/Content/healthprof
http://www.healthemergency.gov.au/internet/healthemergency/publishing.nsf/Content/healthprof
http://www.ncirs.usyd.edu.au/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/en/
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Dear PHU Directors and Immunisation 

Coordinators, 

 

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) has informed the 

TGA, the US FDA and the European 

Medicines Agency that porcine circovirus 

type A (PCV1) DNA has been found to be 

present in Rotarix(r). The presence of 

PCV1 DNA was detected using a novel 

technique to look for viruses and was 

confirmed after additional testing by 

GSK. As PCV1 is commonly found in 

certain meat and food products and is 

not known to cause disease in humans or 

animals, it has not been routinely 

tested for in vaccine development. There 

is no evidence at this time that this 

finding poses a safety risk. 

 

The European Medicines Agency has 

conducted an initial review and has 

taken no regulatory action but is 

continuing to gather information in 

advance of a meeting of its Committee 

for Human Medical Products Vaccine 

Working Group (see 

http://www.ema.europa.eu/pdfs/human/pres

s/pr/18935010en.pdf) 

 

The US FDA has not taken any regulatory 

action but has requested US medical 

practitioners not to use Rotarix(r) for 

the next 4 to 6 weeks while the matter 

is further investigated (see 

http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/P

ressAnnouncements/ucm205625.htm). It is 

noted that most children vaccinated in 

the US receive RotaTeq(r). 

The TGA is liaising with these 

international regulators and the 

sponsor, GSK, and is urgently convening 

an expert group to consider the evidence 

and make recommendations. In advance of 

those recommendations, Rotarix(r) 

continues to be recommended for children 

aged 2 months and 4 months. 

 

DOH will closely monitor events and 

advise Area Health Services as soon as 

more information is available. 

 

Please refer media enquiries to Kay 

McNiece, DoHA, (02) 6289 5027 or email 

News@health.gov.au<mailto:News@health.go

v.au>. 
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